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[12-14 September 2025] 
 

In a few words and images… 
 
A promising first session 
 
What should we do today to make the European Union fair for all current and future generations? How 
can we strengthen communication, solidarity, and engagement between generations? And how can 
we ensure that decisions taken today do no harm to future generations while respecting the interests 
of both present and future generations? Over three weekends, 150 randomly selected EU citizens, 
representative of EU diversity, brought together by the European Commission, will answer these 
questions and submit a list of recommendations that will feed into the European Commission’s 
Strategy on Intergenerational Fairness. 
 
The first session of this Citizens' Panel took place from September 12 to 14 in Brussels. The goal? To 
develop a common understanding of intergenerational fairness. Participants explored different 
aspects of what generations, and intergenerational fairness is for them. 
 
They also decided on what they believed were key topics that should be considered in the upcoming 
strategy.

  

  

 
  



 

3 
 

Session 1: Day by Day 
 

 Day 1 – Plenary & Sub-plenaries 
Exploring the multiple concepts behind 

Intergenerational Fairness 

The first day of the Panel introduced the concept 
of intergenerational fairness, what it means and 
the multiple dimensions it relates to. EU 
Commissioner Glenn Micaleff explained how the 
Citizens’ Panel is interconnected with the 
European Commission’s Strategy on 
Intergenerational Fairness. Participants explored 
ideas through, notably, an exhibition entitled 
“Good Ancestors” and a mapping of what they 
personally considered to be “fair” and “unfair”. 
For the last part of the day participants were 
separated in three age groups, with some 
participants role-playing a different generation 
than their own. They discussed the question of 
whether all generations can have the same 
access to opportunities and resources. 

 

 
Glenn Micallef, Commissioner for Intergenerational Fairness, Youth, Culture and Sport: “This is the 
first time ever we will be having a strategy dedicated to intergenerational fairness.”  
 
Dana Spinant, Director-General of the Directorate-General for Communication: “You probably asked 
yourself: why me? Our answer is simple: because you are experts. Experts in real life. And that is exactly 
what this Panel is all about.” 
 
Michael Münker, creator of the “Good Ancestors” exhibition: “We need tools to feel close and 
connected to those who are not yet here.”  
 

Click here to watch the recordings of Friday’s plenary and sub plenary 1! 

 

  

  

https://webcast.ec.europa.eu/european-citizens-panel-on-intergenerational-fairness-s1-plenary-and-sub-plenary-1-2025-09-12
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Day 2 – Working Groups 
Discussing priorities with future generations in 

mind 
  

On Saturday, citizens split into 12 smaller 
groups to reflect on the previous day, to 
deepen their understanding of 
intergenerational fairness, and to deliberate on 
what are the topics that the EU should prioritise 
when it comes to intergenerational fairness.  
 
In working groups, participants connected to 
future generations through a visioning 
exercise which took the form of a collage. 

 Day 3 – Plenary & Sub-plenaries 
Sharing and reflecting 

  
The day started with three sub plenaries. In 
each sub plenary, the 10 grouped topics that 
had emerged from the working group 
discussions were presented to the participants. 
In these sub plenary groups, the participants 
then discussed and validated three to four of 
those grouped topics, followed by feedback 
from Knowledge Committee members. 
Participants were invited to write a postcard 
from the future, in which they described their 
daily life from a future’s perspective.  
The session ended in a plenary format to reflect 
on the citizens’ experience throughout the 
weekend, present the next steps and the next 
session which will take place online in October.  

 
Quote from a citizen: “A generation, for me, is a new form of awareness, or awakening.” 
 
Catarina Zuzarte Tully, School of International Futures: “Why do you think we use the term generation 
instead of, for instance, long-term or people? And what are the drivers that mean each generation has 
different experiences?”  
 
 

Click here to watch the recordings of Sunday’s plenary and sub plenary 1! 

 
 

Expert interventions during the session 
Arnstein Aassve, Professor of Demography, 
Bocconi University 

Colin Scicluna, Deputy Director General, 
European Union 

Béla Kuslits, Senior Ecology Officer, Jesuit 
European Social Centre & Future Generations 
Initiative 

Graça Fonseca, Co-Founder & Board Member 
Futura Foundation 

Borja Sáez Martínez, Innovation Manager at 
the European Judicial Training Network  

Jörg Tremmel, Managing Director, Foundation 
for the Rights of Future Generations 

Catarina Zuzarte Tully, Managing Director of 
the School of International Futures  

Pieter Vanhuysse, Professor of Political 
Economy & Public Policy, University of Southern 
Denmark 

 
  

https://webcast.ec.europa.eu/european-citizens-panel-on-intergenerational-fairness-s1-sub-plenary-1-and-plenary-2025-09-14
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Reminder: Objectives of all 3 sessions 
 

Session 1: 12-14 September 

• Develop a common understanding of intergenerational fairness and the scope of the Citizens’ 

Panel 

• Reflect together about what a fair Europe should look like 

• Start drafting your vision and identify the steps needed to turn them into reality 

Session 2: 17-19 October  

• Build on the work of session 1, start working on recommendations to shape the content of the 

strategy 

• Hear from experts, researchers and creative thinkers 

• Work in groups to start developing recommendations 

Session 3: 14-16 November 

• Refine and finalise these ideas with the support of experienced facilitators and experts 

• Assess and adopt these recommendations  

 

Check out the Citizens’ Engagement Platform!  

https://citizens.ec.europa.eu/index_en#paragraph_355

