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[17 -19 October 2025]  
 

In a few words and images… 
 
A second session dedicated to developing recommendations for the new Strategy on 

Intergenerational Fairness  
 

The second session of the European Citizens’ Panel on Intergenerational Fairness took place 

successfully online! Participants had the chance to contribute to discussions in all EU official 

languages thanks to the remarkable efforts of remote interpreters.  

Once again, citizens demonstrated a high level of commitment to this broad, complex, and essential 

subject. After discussing key topics that should be considered in the upcoming strategy during Session 
1, citizens deepened their reflections in Session 2. They reviewed their shared visions for the future, 

which guided their work on the draft recommendations produced during the weekend.    

Read on for a recap of the weekend’s highlights!  
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Session 2: Day by Day  
 

 

Day 1 – Plenary  
Exploring the transversality of 

Intergenerational Fairness  
  

The first day introduced the 10 topics 
identified by participants during Session 1. 
Before diving into these, participants 
explored ideas shared by other citizens on 
the Citizens’ Engagement Platform and 
heard insights from the broader debate. 
They were al so given an overview of what it 
means to draft a recommendation and how 
this work fits into the co -creation of the 
strategy.  
 
A highlight of the plenary was the series of 
video messages from 20 Commissioners, 
each explaining how their work relates to 
intergenerational fairness -  a first in the 
history of the European Citizens’ Panels!  
 

 Day 2 -  Working Groups  
Develop draft recommendations  

  
On Saturday, citizens split into 12 working 
groups to reflect on the previous day, to 
review the introductory statement reviewed 
by the Citizens’ Editorial Committee, and to 
deliberate on each of their assigned topics.  
 
During the day, participants voted on two key 
ideas to be developed and turned into draft 
recommendations, considering the feedback 
given by both participants from different 
groups, a nd experts.  

 

Maciej Krzysztofowicz , Joint Research Centre, European Commission: “The drafting of the 
upcoming Strategy on Intergenerational Fairness is a journey, and like many journeys,  it requires 
a lot of preparation with several steps. Throughout, we ask citizens to contribute with their ideas, 
interpretations, and thoughts.”  
 

Gaëtane Ricard -Nihoul, Directorate General for Communication, European Commission:  
“Writing a recommendation can be daunting, but it’s quite simple! Think about your intention, 
what you would like to change, and explain why – the ‘why’ should answer the main guiding 
question asked to you during this panel on Intergenerational Fairness”  
 

Click here to watch the recording  of Friday ’s plenary!  

 

 

https://webcast.ec.europa.eu/european-citizens-panel-on-intergenerational-fairness-2025-10-17
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 Day 3 – Plenary  
Sharing and reflecting  

 

The day began with presentations of the draft 
recommendations developed by each working 
group on Saturday. Spokespersons introduced 
the two recommendations from their group, 
followed by a live poll where participants 
reflected on three transversal question s: 

1) Do we owe anything to people who will 
be born in 300 years?  

2) How can we better balance short -  and 
long-term thinking in decision -
making?  

3) What would most strengthen 
connections between generations?  

 

Participants shared the reasoning behind 
their answers, with reactions from members 
of the Knowledge Committee. The day 
concluded with feedback from two Citizens’ 
Review Committee members and a preview of 
Session 3, including the exhibition citizens will 
contribute to.  

 

 

Quote from a citizen:  “Every action always has a reaction. Always. Any difficult problem can 
also find a simple answer. If you cut a tree today, that tree will no longer produce oxygen. If you 
put some money in the bank, you can have some interest in the future. So , whatever we do today 
can have a positive or a negative impact in the future.”  
 

Graça Fonseca, Co-Founder & Board Member Futura Foundation : “When we look at our 
countries, some are more representative than others, but it’s often the elder generations who 
hold offices. What is really lacking now in Europe is the representativity of generations that are 
not born ye t.”  

Click here to watch the recording  of Sunday ’s plenary!  

 

 

 

 
 

https://webcast.ec.europa.eu/european-citizens-panel-on-intergenerational-fairness-2025-10-19
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Interventions  during the session  
 

Angus Hanton , co-founder, Intergenerational 
Foundation  
 

 

Graça Fonseca , Co-Founder & Board 
Member Futura Foundation  
 

 

Arnstein Aassve , Professor of Demography, 
Bocconi University  

 

Jaana Tapanainen -Thiess , Secretary 
General, Government Foresight Group, Prime 
Minister's Office, Finland  
 

 

Béla Kuslits , Senior Ecology Officer, Jesuit 
European Social Centre & Future Generations 
Initiative  

 

 

Jörg Tremmel , Managing Director, 
Foundation for the Rights of Future 
Generations  

 

Catarina Zuzarte Tully , Managing Director 
of the School of International Futures   

 

 

Maciej Krzysztofowicz , Joint Research 
Centre, European Commission  

 

Colin Scicluna, Deputy Director General, 
European Commission  
 

 

Petranka Malcheva , Office for the Future 
Generations Commissioner for Wales  

 

Erica Bol , Foresight & Innovation, Joint 
Research Centre, European Commission  
 

 

Pieter Vanhuysse , Professor of Political 
Economy & Public Policy, University of 
Southern Denmark  

 

Gaëtane Ricard -Nihoul , Directorate General 
for Communication, European Commission  
 

 

Tamàs Szücs , Directorate General for 
Education, Youth, Sport and Culture, 
European Commission  

 

Reminder: Objectives of all 3 sessions  
 

Session 1 : 12 -14 September  

• Develop a common understanding of intergenerational fairness and the scope of the 

Citizens’ Panel  

• Reflect together about what a fair Europe should look like  

• Start drafting your vision and identify the steps needed to turn them into reality  

Session 2 : 17 -19 October   

• Build on the work of session 1, start working on recommendations to shape the content 

of the strategy  

• Hear from experts, researchers and creative thinker s 

• Work in groups to start developing recommendations  

Session 3 : 14 -16 November  

• Refine and finalise these ideas with the support of experienced facilitators and experts  

• Assess and adopt these  recommendations  
 

Check out  the Citizens’ Engagement Platform!  

https://citizens.ec.europa.eu/index_en#paragraph_355

