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EXECUTIVE SUMMAR

To further strengthen citizen participation in shaping Europe's future, the
European Commission launched a multilingual online consultation on the
Citizens’' Engagement Platform from 12 February to 16 June 2025, focusing on the
New European Budget. Conducted in parallel with a European Citizens' Panel,
the consultation gathered diverse contributions from across the EU, reflecting
citizens' views, priorities, and ideas for the years ahead.

This report summarises the online discussion across six broad dimensions and
twelve specific topics. Citizens consistently emphasised fairness, inclusion, and
sustainability - calling for support for European businesses, measures to counter
the rising cost of living, and investments in rural and regional development.
Education, youth mobility, and access to cultural life were highlighted as vital.
Participants also urged greater investment in climate action and sustainable
technologies, alongside support for a just green transition.

In parallel, citizens stressed the need to strengthen EU security and democratic
resilience, including civic education and the fight against disinformation. They
advocated for improved healthcare, mental health services, and inclusive support
systems in the European Union. Lastly, citizens called for a more efficient and
flexible European budget that reflects shared priorities and engages people
directly.



1. INTRODUCTION

To further strengthen citizen participation on the European level, the European
Commission enabled new modes of engagement for EU citizens. On the topic of
a New European Budget, the Citizens’ Engagement Platform was activated to
host an online discussion. The platform was available in all official EU languages
and was open from 12 February to 16 June 2025. In parallel, a citizens’ panel was
convened to deliberate on the same subject. The online results were presented
to the participants of the panel twice in order to connect the online and offline
participation methods: first during the second panel session on 25 April 2025, and
again at the closing session on 16 May 2025.

The consultation platform dedicated to the New European Budget gathered a
total of 286 citizen contributions and 256 participants, accompanied by 162
comments and 633 endorsements.

This report presents the final analysis of the collected contributions, organised
into six key dimensions identified through thematic clustering of the most
frequently discussed topics: (1) economy and the cost of living (2) education and
culture, (3) climate and environment, (4) security and democracy, (5) health and
well-being, and (6) budget governance.

This report provides an outline of the methodology first, followed by a general
overview of the participation trends and an overview of the results. The report
then provides a detailed analysis of each dimension by discussing every
citizens’ topic, supported by illustrative quotes from the Citizens’' Engagement
Platform. The concluding chapter provides a summary and brief reflections on
the consultation’s outcomes.



2. METHODOLOG

To analyse the content of the Citizens' Engagement Platform on a New European
Budget!, a three-step methodology was applied. This approach ensures both the
accurate interpretation of citizens' contributions and the meaningful clustering
and grouping of ideas, striking a balance between thematic coherence and
analytical depth.

STEP 1. QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS of the contributions & comments: the
primary dimensions of the debate were identified. To do so, the analysis team
applied a theme-based, inductive approach, assigning thematic labels to each
contribution. This enabled the identification and prioritisation of key subjects
raised by citizens.

STEP 2. ANALYSIS OF CONTRIBUTIONS within the dimensions: a manually
conducted qualitative analysis. Within each dimension, a manual qualitative
analysis was conducted to identify recurring ideas. Contributions were
thematically grouped into what are referred to as “citizens’ topics”, based on the
frequency and relevance of recurring themes within each dimension.

STEP 3. COMMENTS AND ENDORSEMENTS are taken into account: an analysis
was carried out for each contribution and comment (when considered
appropriate), with an emphasis on certain contributions that were of particular
relevance to illustrate the topic and showcase citizen perspectives.

T All contributions are available online and can be downloaded as part of the platform's open data files for
further analysis by anyone interested.



GLOSSARY

Participant. Citizen who has taken at least one action on the platform:
contributions, comments, or endorsements.

Contribution. A single idea shared by a participant on the platform.

Comment. The participants' written reactions to an initial contribution.
Comments open debate starting from the initial topic and allow participants to
communicate with each other.

Endorsement. The vote of a participant who wants to support a specific
contribution. Some contributions are non-endorsed.

Dimension. A dimension is a headline that merges the thoughts of a large
number of contributions.

Citizens’ Topic. It is a subcategory of a dimension, composed of one or more
contributions.



. OVERVIEW

NUMBERS
Overall participation, from 12 February to 16 June 2025.

576.257 pages views *
256 participants

286 contributions

162 comments

633 endorsements

* Due to the loss of Analytics tracking for the Citizens’ Engagement Platform, this figure does not include the period from
15 to 29 April 2025.

Since the publication of the first interim report on 22 April 2025, the platform has
seen anincrease in participation levels. Specifically, there have been 91 additional
contributions (195 in April 2025) and 76 additional comments (86 in April 2025).
Furthermore, the analysis revealed new insights and developments in the
debate, such as the thematic evolution of one dimension (health became health
and well-being) as well as one citizens’ topic (preserve cultural heritage became
preserve and promote culture). At the same time, previously identified citizens'
topics evolved and were enriched by new contributions.



ALL DIMENSIONS AND CITIZENS’ TOPICS AT A GLANCE

The table below provides an overview of all the identified dimensions and
citizens' topics. Chapter 5. (In-Depth Analysis) provides a detailed analysis of all
topics. The table also shows the total number of contributions (3) that fall into
each corresponding dimension.

DIMENSIONS 2 CITIZENS’ TOPICS

. ECONOMY AND COST| 63 | 1.1 Increase support for European companies
OF LIVING

1.2 Tackle the rising cost of living

1.3 Support regional cohesion and rural development

2. EDUCATION AND 62 | 21 Improve education and job integration
CULTURE|

2.2 Expand mobility opportunities

2.3 Preserve and promote culture

. CLIMATE AND| 47 | 3.1 Invest in sustainable transport, energy and technologies
ENVIRONMEN

3.2 Support sustainable business models

4. SECURITY AND 40 | 4.1 Strengthen defence and security
DEMOCRAC

4.2 Bolster democratic resilience

5. HEALTH AND WELL- 38 [ 5.1 Improve healthcare and support systems
BEING

(M =1V]nTe] 5y Welo)V/ 51 VN ([d5 28 [ 6.1 Build a more efficient and flexible budget




4. MOST ENDORSED CONTRIBUTIONS

Radu - 54 endorsements
Title: Forests at the Heart of Europe’s Green Investment Future

BlaslElalSIeIeMCLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT

“Forests must be supported as a central pillar of the future of green investment in Europe. It is
essential to integrate a fair financial allocation dedicated to forests as a strategic sector for
achieving the European objectives of climate resilience, competitiveness and ecological
transition. This support must be planned from the budgetary construction phase, linked to the
efforts made and the performance achieved, and must aim to: fair compensation of restrictions,
adequate financing mechanisms for a just transition of local communities, adaptation to
climate change, restoration of ecosystems, conservation of biodiversity, as well as investments
in nature-based solutions (NBS), which directly contribute to the diversification of the local
economy and the development of a circular forest bioeconomy capable of generating
sustainable economic growth. EU budget support must reflect the diversity of conditions and
challenges across regions, depending on the — often uneven — tasks and challenges they face in
relation to performance indicators. Only through a fair approach, tailored to specific needs and
efforts, can the objectives of a united and resilient Europe be achieved.”

Nicon-Georgian - 34 endorsements
Title: Unified Transportation System for International Terrestrial Travel

BlIas LIS IeIeMCLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT

"The European Union has a very strong public transportation network that unfortunately suffers
from severe fragmentation across member states. In an echo of Timmermans' proposal! from
last year, the EU should strive to improve access to terrestrial modes of transportation across
borders, through continued funding of infrastructure modernization, cross-border connectivity®
and alignment of regulations, along with the creation of a new aligned system for baggage
transferring, international ticket booking and inter-governmental cooperation to reduce travel
barriers. Regarding infrastructure modernization, the EU should continue to fund initiatives of
modernization, gauge alignment3 Ilast mile local transportation? to facilitate easy
interoperability and access between countries, and to improve the experience of travellers.
Additionally, the baggage transferring and international ticket booking systems should be
implemented to further improve the travel experience, and to increase the competitiveness of
rail and bus in the transport sector, as they are instrumental to the EU's green transition goals.
Finally, a system for inter-governmental cooperation should be created to facilitate the
alignment of prices, amenities and security between regulatory districts, thus lowering the
barriers to the establishment of international transportation routes."



Kosta Marco - 23 endorsements
Title: Keep European Businesses Locally Owned with Employee Ownership

Dimension: |[Te{e] (o] AW\, | s Xele 153 o] N R\V/[ [

"The EU is experiencing a significant shift in private business ownership due to an ageing
population, with 450,000 businesses changing hands annually, threatening continuity in a third
of cases. Without clear succession strategies, many family-owned businesses risk closure.
Financial buyers, like private equity firms, often prioritize short-term profits over long-term
sustainability, leading to value extraction, weakened businesses, and eroded local tax bases.
Aggressive acquisitions can result in relocating production to low-wage regions, while foreign
buyouts may transfer intellectual property and talent out of the EU. To counter these issues,
some owners are turning to employee ownership, which embeds social responsibility into
businesses. Research shows employee-owned firms have higher productivity, greater resilience,
and lower turnover. However, the EU lacks legislative and institutional support for such
transitions. Countries like the US, UK, and Canada have adopted Employee Stock Ownership
Plans (ESOPs), which allows workers to collectively buy shares without personal investment,
supported by government-backed financial mechanisms. In the US, 10% of the private workforce
is employed by ESOP firms, many created to address succession challenges. The UK has seen
employee buyouts become the 2nd most popular succession solution. Slovenia is introducing the
ESOP model to the EU, but scale up is only possible with adequate financial instruments and
advocacy at the EU level."

Laura - 17 endorsements
Title: Bridge the Skills and Gender Gap in Cybersecurity with a Focus on
Women

Bllaa[SIaS[e]eMSECURITY AND DEMOCRAC

"To build a resilient, secure, and inclusive digital future, the European Union must allocate
targeted budgetary resources to address the growing skills and gender gap in cybersecurity,
with a strong emphasis on supporting women and promoting diversity. Cybersecurity is a rapidly
evolving field that requires a wide range of perspectives to effectively anticipate, identify, and
respond to emerging threats. Greater diversity including gender, cultural, and socio-economic
diversity, is essential to fostering innovation, improving problem-solving, and ensuring equitable
digital security solutions across Europe. By partnering with initiatives such as Women4Cyber
and investing in inclusion, the EU can close the cybersecurity skills gap while building a more
innovative, secure, and representative digital space.”
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Stefania - 17 endorsements
Title: Let's take a few steps forward

Dimension: [A»]¥ef:y i [o] W\, I» Xe{U] R y¥]~]5

"I believe that we should create a real union between the European states otherwise we will not
go anywhere. It would now be necessary to find a common denominator that was not only
economic, to educate citizens to feel first and foremost European. So the budget should include
an educational item that involves schools to cross national borders. We have a basic culture that
allows us to overcome diversity and find what unites us. The low birth rate must drive European
action to find solutions, seriously addressing the migration problem and encouraging young
families with support projects aimed at encouraging births. Insist on the value of culture and
schooling and offer all boys and especially girls the same opportunities. Check and follow the
projects so that they are not just a sloppy and sneaky opportunity to ask for and obtain funds."”

n



S. IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS

In the following chapter, each of the six dimensions is examined in greater depth.
Within each dimension, individual citizens' topics are analysed separately,
bringing together different aspects of the contributions.

DIMENSION 1: ECONOMY AND COST OF LIVING

The contributions in this dimension address issues of supporting European
companies and how to tackle the rising cost of living. At the same time, they call
for increased support for rural development as well as regional cohesion.

Citizens’ Topic 1.1: Increase support for European companies|

Topic ANALYSIS

The contributions call for increasing support for European companies to remain
competitive and resilient in a rapidly changing global economy. According to the
participants, this could be achieved by improving access to funding, reducing
bureaucracy within the European Union as well as promoting innovation and
digitalisation. Alongside general calls for supporting European companies,
contributions also speak out for more targeted measures such as supporting
female entrepreneurs in rural Europe or the development of the strategically
important microprocessor industry. Lastly, citizens also call for targeted
incentives and training programmes to retain skilled workers in European
countries and conserve European competitiveness.

Showcase CONTRIBUTIONS

Chiara, 1 endorsement

“In order to retain the know-how in the country of training, it is the responsibility of the EU and
its Member States to act against the brain drain.”

José, 5 endorsements

“Europe must choose to occupy a place in the technological race in terms of its own
development of microprocessors.”

12



Citizens’ Topic 1.2: Tackle the rising cost of living

Topic ANALYSIS

The rising cost of living across the European Union emerges as a key concern
from the contributions. Suggestions to tackle this issue involve improving
Europeans’ financial situation, such as financially supporting vulnerable groups,
as well as making housing affordable and accessible to all, including calls for rent
caps and more social housing.

Showcase CONTRIBUTIONS

Katharina, 1 endorsement

“Housing is becoming more and more expensive. Meanwhile, it is unrealistic for young people to
hope to own their own apartment and also to find a rental apartment becomes more difficult.
Therefore, it would be nice if a focus is placed on this year.”

Sergio, 3 endorsements
“I propose that the European Union grant each newborn a contribution of 3,000 euros, which

his parents would deposit in a secure, stable and indexed fund of an increasing type. (....) This
measure would promote long-term financial security {(...)"

Citizens’ Topic 1.3: Support regional cohesion and rural development|

Topic ANALYSIS

Citizens emphasise that regional differences persist within and between
European countries. Therefore, they call for economic disparities to be reduced
and for regional cohesion to be strengthened. To achieve these goals, they
suggest that rural development should be prioritised by improving
infrastructure, supporting agriculture and creating economic opportunities, in
order to counteract the decline in population and business closures in rural areas
of the European Union.

Showcase CONTRIBUTIONS

Konstantinos, 3 endorsements

“The EU long-term budget must prioritize rural revitalization by supporting social enterprises in
primary production, ensuring economic resilience, sustainability, and job creation. Rural areas
face depopulation, economic decline, and limited opportunities, despite being key to food

security and the green transition. (...)"

Maria, O endorsements
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“Agriculture, the basis of a country's subsistence, is being marginalized. There are fewer and
fewer citizens who focus their professional career on agriculture, therefore, it is necessary to
promote the one with more aid and less problem for its award.”

DIMENSION 2: EDUCATION AND CULTURE

This dimension addresses topics that call for the improvement of education and
job integration as well as the preservation and promotion of culture across the
European Union.

Citizens’ Topic 2.1: Improve education and job integration

Topic ANALYSIS

The contributions call for fair, equal and improved access to learning and an
education system adapted to future needs. This requires modernising teaching
methods, investing in digital tools, and enhancing teacher training. Furthermore,
citizens demand better preparation for young people entering the world of work,
including fair access to paid internships and incentives for companies to hire
young professionals.

Showcase CONTRIBUTIONS

Daniel, 0 endorsements

“The results of the PISA study are a clear signal: We need to act urgently in Europe to improve
our education systemes. (...) We should take Estonia as an example and analyse what makes it so
successful.”

Diana, 5 endorsements

“To ensure that students gain professional experience without this representing an
unsustainable financial burden for small businesses and for the students themselves, we
propose the creation of a European Union grant programme aimed at partially or fully
covering the costs associated with paid traineeships."

Citizens’ Topic 2.2: Expand mobility opportunities

Topic ANALYSIS

Demands for the improvement and expansion of mobility opportunities are
frequent among the citizens' contributions. According to the participants,
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increasing the Erasmus+ budget, simplifying access to funding and promoting
the participation of people with various backgrounds are necessary to improve
mobility opportunities. Citizens emphasise that this would not only promote
European cohesion and an active citizenship but also meet the demands of an
increasingly internationalised labour market.

Showcase CONTRIBUTIONS

Claudia, 1 endorsement

“The creation of a European Youth Mobility Fund, a financial mechanism aimed at facilitating
young Europeans to study, work or do internships in other MS.Its main objective is to remove the
economic, social, and cultural barriers that hinder access to these experiences. (...) This new fund
would aim to broaden access for young people from different educational and professional
backgrounds, including vocational training students, young workers and entrepreneurs.”

Bartlomiej, 3 endorsements

“I believe that the introduction of an exchange programme for secondary school pupils similar
to the Erasmus programme for students could have helped the integration of the EU and its
greater integrity. Students could learn about other peoples and cultures present in the EU as
well as their history.”

Citizens’ Topic 2.3: Preserve and promote culture

Topic ANALYSIS

Citizens on the Citizens’ Engagement Platform suggest that the EU should
protect its cultural and linguistic diversity as well as heritage by funding
endangered minority languages and providing inclusive communication in
regional languages. According to contributions, more support is also required for
the maintenance and reconstruction of historical sites in order to preserve
Europe’s cultural heritage. Lastly, contributions also call for more EU funding for
the participation in and creation of cultural projects across the EU, including
museums, theaters, workshops and other cultural events.

Showcase CONTRIBUTIONS

Jana, 2 endorsements

“The European Union has a great linguistic diversity; however, many of these languages do not
receive the necessary support for their proper use, protection and promotion. That is why we
would like to propose the creation of a specific fund for the preservation and dissemination of
minority languages, including those that do not have official recognition at the state level.”

Laura, 2 endorsements

15



“I propose the introduction of an EU Culture Pass for young people between the ages of 16 and
25. The pass would include an annual credit, accessible via an application that can be used to
access cultural offerings across the EU.”

DIMENSION 3: CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT]

This dimension includes contributions relating to measures to combat climate
change and protect the environment. These measures focus on budgetary
matters, such as the need for more investment in sustainable technologies and
businesses.

Citizens’ Topic 3.1: Invest in sustainable transport, energy and technology

Topic ANALYSIS

Citizens share the perception that investment is necessary to combat climate
change with contributions suggesting to boost the transition to sustainable
transport options, such as investing in rail networks and encouraging the use of
electric vehicles through investments in infrastructure and incentives.
Furthermore, promoting the use of sustainable technologies and strongly
supporting renewable energy development to ensure an inclusive green
transition emerge as key suggestions within this topic.

Showcase CONTRIBUTIONS

Maria, 6 endorsements

“Increasing investment in connecting EU countries with high-speed trains would make it easier
for people with flight problems to travel, while at the same time, thinking ahead, reducing the
carbon footprint of air traffic."

Dayana, 1 endorsement

“Encourage more green energy products and give concession to people who use solar energy
in terms of monetary basis.”

Citizens’ Topic 3.2: Support sustainable business models

Topic ANALYSIS

In addition to investments in the use of sustainable technologies and energies,
citizens propose investing in sustainable business models. This includes, for
example, increasing support for recycling models or sustainable agricultural
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practices. Additional support is also suggested to help companies transition to a
circular and decarbonised economy.

Showcase CONTRIBUTIONS

Ana, 1 endorsement

“Support local SMEs in overcoming the challenges (and benefiting from the opportunities of) the
transition to a circular and decarbonised economy.”

Anna, 3 endorsements

“The EU budget must support the green industrialisation of the food and farming sectors, for
the health of citizens and the protection of the environment.”

DIMENSION 4: SECURITY AND DEMOCRAC

This dimension includes contributions related to the strengthening of defence
and security at international, national and local levels as well as the bolstering of
democratic resilience within the European Union.

Citizens’ Topic 4.1: Strengthen defence and securit

Topic ANALYSIS

Citizens call for increasing the EU's defence spending and cooperation in order
to make the EU more autonomous. Proposals include, for example, calls for a
European Defence Community with joint planning that is also open to allies
outside of the EU. Ensuring the security of Europeans is also envisioned more
broadly, including other measures, such as strengthening civil protection,
fighting cybercrime, strengthening police cooperation and preventing the
misuse of data.

Showcase CONTRIBUTIONS

Helmut, 5 endorsements
“We should all be aware that the EU and its member states must invest much more in security.
This means not only more money for the military, but also for civil protection, self-sufficient

energy supply and food production. We must become more independent of the United States,
Russia and China.”

Thomas, 9 endorsements
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“A future-oriented EU budget must also strengthen local security in the member states.
Internal security begins on the ground: with well-equipped security agencies and effective fight
against crime. Investing in police cooperation between EU countries is crucial to effectively
combat cross-border crime, terrorism and organised gangs.”

Citizens’ Topic 4.2: Bolster democratic resilience

Topic ANALYSIS

Citizens urge the EU to bolster democratic resilience by combatting
disinformation, with proposals suggesting a European fact-checking program
and civic education. Proposals also include integrating democracy and EU topics
into school curricula, regular workshops to foster engagement and a stricter
control of social media platforms. Furthermore, democracy should be reinforced
by increasing citizen participation in the EU, including regular citizen
consultations and financing initiatives that promote active citizenship as well as
democratic values.

Showcase CONTRIBUTIONS

Matej, 0 endorsements

“I propose the introduction of regular consultations with citizens and experts through public
debates, citizens’ panels and online platforms. Citizens should be able to make proposals and
vote on priorities, which would increase the legitimacy and acceptance of budgetary decisions.”
Eneko, 6 endorsements

“Financing of programs that contribute to the development of a democratic and rule of law

culture across the member states. (...) The fund should also be used to support independent
journalism, NGOs and youth engagement programs."

DIMENSION 5: HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

This dimension includes contributions related to improving access to and the
quality of healthcare services and support structures across the EU.

Citizens'’ Topic 5.1: Improve healthcare and support systems

Topic ANALYSIS

Participants share the idea that healthcare systems need to be strengthened in
the EU. Suggested measures include increasing investment to ensure equal
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access and high-quality care and enhancing cooperation and coordination in the
EU, especially during health emergencies. Additionally, participants propose
improvements to mental health services and support systems, as well as support
for vulnerable populations such as the elderly, handicapped people, victims of
abuse and LGBTQI+ individuals. They also propose combatting discrimination
against these groups.

Showcase CONTRIBUTIONS

Winnie, 1 endorsement

“Healthcare is a right. All senior citizens should have free health care. Life saving medicinals are
very expensive and at times more than their pension. No one in the EU should have to choose
either food or medicine to survive.”

Sara, 2 endorsements

“Mental health should not be a privilege, but a fundamental right guaranteed by public health
systems. To address this problem, we propose the creation of a European Fund for Access to
Mental Health, aimed at financing psychological treatments for people with low resources who
cannot afford themselves.”

DIMENSION 6: BUDGET GOVERNANCE

This dimension includes contributions related to the creation and operation of
the new European budget, with the aim of making it more efficient and flexible.

Citizens’ Topic 6.1: Build a more efficient and flexible budget

Topic ANALYSIS

People on the Citizens' Engagement Platform voice the need for a European
budget that is as efficient and flexible as possible - in order to address the
growing number of dynamic challenges and crises that require a European
response. This would involve reviewing existing expenditure, exploring ways to
increase the budget, aligning spending with priorities, and improving
transparency and citizen participation. According to the participants, a reformed
budget should also reduce bureaucracy and enable more effective programme
implementation.

Showcase CONTRIBUTIONS

Maria, 1 endorsement
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“I personally believe that it is necessary to review the current programmes and in the light of
theirimplementation and results to plan or redirect them to new needs, as if it were a zero-based
budget. (...) We need to simplify and better communicate where European taxpayers’ ressources
are going if we are to have a more united and stronger Europe.”

Paulo, 13 endorsements
“Proposal to allocate a percentage of the EU budget to a participatory budgeting process,

enabling citizens to directly vote on funding priorities. This approach would increase
transparency, accountability, and civic engagement.”
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6. CONCLUSIONS

The Citizens' Engagement Platform on a New European Budget marks a
significant step forward in facilitating online multilingual citizen participation at
the European level. As this report describes, it made a significant contribution to
clarifying the collective vision for a New European Budget across the EU during
the consultation period, which ran from 12 February to 16 June 2025. On two
separate occasions, the results of the online consultation were presented to the
participants of the Citizens' Panel. This integration of online contributions with
the discussions of the citizen panel enriched the dialogue, ensuring that a wide
range of perspectives was taken into account in shaping the final
recommendations.

On the Citizens’ Engagement Platform, citizens discussed a wide range of topics
related to the New European Budget. This engagement process revealed strong
alignment among participants on several core issues. The dimension
I XL I X TAMVI e, clearly calls for bolstered support for European companies
and strengthened regional cohesion through rural development. Citizens

emphasised making [S»lVer:y g (e W\ IDH{VIRIVI*IS 5 top EU priority, focusing on
preparing younger generations for the future and safeguarding and promoting

Europe’s cultural life and heritage. The [RL I SIF L B VA e N LU= L dimension
underscores the urgent need for increased investment in sustainable practices
by both citizens and businesses to effectively combat climate change. In the
dimension HIeO AT NI IV YXeY, contributions advocate for enhanced
defence capabilities alongside stronger democratic resilience through civic
participation and disinformation countermeasures. Calls for a greater
prioritisation of HEALTH AND WELL-BEING stress the importance of promoting
equal access to high-quality healthcare and broadening support systems for
vulnerable groups. Finally, under ElVaYa Kool a0 L0e=, participants urge the
creation of a more efficient, flexible, and transparent EU budget that can respond
effectively to evolving challenges.

Overall, this consultation highlights citizens' shared vision for a resilient,
inclusive, and future-proof Europe, recognising the European budget as a vital
tool to navigate societal, environmental, and geopolitical changes. The citizens’
contributions are a call to make the next European long-term budget a means of
achieving collective progress, solidarity, and meaningful change. Rather than
addressing issues in isolation, participants connect the dots across dimensions:
economic competitiveness is linked with digital innovation and fair education;
climate action is related to rural revitalisation and sustainable industry; and
democratic resilience is seen as essential to safeguarding European values.
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Citizens call for a budget that reflects Europe’s diversity while uniting around
common goals.

It is worth noting that the results discussed above should not be considered fully
representative. Nevertheless, they offer new and valuable insights as well as a
broad understanding of citizens' priorities. These insights could play a key role in
the design of an impactful and widely accepted EU budget.

22



